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How you can help 

your child to 

achieve.



• Target sheets

• Explaining the 

target levels



New to reading…

Word reading: new words they 

read, being able to use strategies 

to work out the new words, 

understanding the new words, root 

words, pre fixes etc…

Comprehension: understanding 

what they read



Reading
• Listen to your child read at least three times a week.

• Ask questions about what they have read e.g.         
Why did the character do that? 

What words do you think are particularly good and 
why?

• Comment on their responses in their reading diary.

• Encourage them to read anything – notices, comics, 
websites.

• If your child is on Read Write Inc. phonics they will take 
home a decodable reading book, which they should 
read independently, and a more challenging class 

reading book, which they may need support 

in reading. 



Reading at Stage 0

•Can segment the sounds in simple words and 

blend them together and knows which letters 

represent some of them.

•Begins to read words and simple sentences.

•Recall what has happened in a book.

•Enjoys an increasing range of books.



•Sound out unfamiliar words

•Read words with contractions e.g. I’m, I’ll, we’ll 

and understand that the apostrophe represents 

omitted letters

•Linking what they read or hear to their own 

personal experiences

•Discussing word meanings

•Explain clearly their understanding of what is 

read to them

Reading at Stage 1 



Reading at Stage 2

•Continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills to decode 

words until automatic decoding has become embedded and 

reading is fluent

•Read most words quickly and accurately, without overt 

sounding and blending, when they have been frequently 

encountered 

•Predicting what might happen on the basis of what has 

been read so far

•Making inferences on the basis of what is being said and 

done  

•Listen to, discuss and express views about a wide range of 

contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a 

level beyond that at which they can read independently  



Reading at Stage 3

• Use a dictionary to check the meaning of 

words that they have read.

• Prepare simple poems and play scripts to 

read aloud and to perform, showing 

understanding of an audience.

• Comment on the words the writer has used.

• Work out what the writer is trying to make the 
reader think.

• Find information quickly and accurately.

• Use parts of the text in answers.



Reading at Stage 4

• Apply growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes to read and understand meaning.

• Find and use information quickly

• Use evidence from different parts of the text to comment 
on how characters feel.

• Explain how writers organise factual texts and compare 
two texts.

• Explain how writers use words for particular effect.

• Describe and comment on style: chatty, formal, personal.

• Make links between a text and a time and place in which 
it is set.

• Be able to answer questions and write answers to

questions (comprehensions).



Reading at Stage 5

• Apply their growing knowledge of root words, 

prefixes and suffixes, both to read aloud and 

to understand the meaning of new words that 

they meet.

• Asking questions to improve understanding.

• Drawing inferences such as inferring 

characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives 

from their actions, and justifying inferences 

with evidence.



• Discuss how authors use language, 

including figurative language, 

considering the impact on the reader.

• Participate in discussions about books 

that are read to them and those they 

can read for themselves, building on 

their own and others’ ideas and 

challenging views courteously.

Reading at Stage 5



Reading at stage 6

• Read a range of texts and structures

• Recommend books to peers with reasons

• Identify and discuss themes

• Make comparisons to other books

• Learn poetry to heart

• Ask questions, to improve understanding

• Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts 

and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with 

evidence

• Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied

• Identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to 

meaning

• Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including 

figurative language, considering the impact on the reader

• Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and 

those they can read for themselves, building on their own and 

others’ ideas and challenging views courteously

• Provide reasoned justifications for their views



New to writing…

• Transcription: spelling

• Transcription: handwriting

• Writing: composition (planning, 

drafting, creating characters, proof 

reading)

• Writing: vocabulary, grammar and 

punctuation (joining sentences, 

clauses, making sense, punctuation)



Writing

Your child’s writing will be assessed by looking at the 
following elements together:

• Spelling

• Handwriting

• Composition (drafting, organising and editing)

• Vocabulary, punctuation and grammar (e.g. tense, 
clauses, conjunctions, language choice and all stage 
appropriate punctuation)

*Notice how spelling and handwriting have the 

same emphasis and the other elements.



Writing at Stage 0

•Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding 
the letters of the alphabet.

•Uses some clearly identifiable letters to 
communicate meaning, representing some 
sounds correctly and in sequence.

•Writes own name and other things such as 
labels, captions.

•Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful 
contexts.



•Spell words using all of the 40+phonemes

•Spell the days of the week

•Spell words ending in –s –es –ing –ed –er

•Form capital letters and digits 0-9

•Use capital letters for days of the week, places, 

names and I

•Punctuate sentences using capital letter, full 

stop, exclamation mark and question mark

•Begin to join sentences together 

Writing at Stage 1



Writing at Stage 2
• Write capital letters and digits of the correct size, 

orientation and relationship to one another and to lower 

case letters 

• Spell by segmenting spoken words into phonemes and 

representing these by graphemes, spelling many correctly 

• Consider what they are going to write by: planning/saying 

what they are going to write about; writing down ideas/key 

words/new vocabulary; encapsulating ideas sentence by 

sentence

• Learn how to use correctly: full stops, capital letters, 

exclamation/question marks, commas for lists, apostrophe 

for contracted forms/possessive (singular)

• Learn how to use the present and past tenses correctly 

and consistently including in the progressive form 



Writing at Stage 3

• Use paragraphs that have a main sentence 

then follow-up sentences giving more details.

• Use different words to join two short 

sentences e.g. if, when, because.

• Use joined handwriting.

• Use apostrophes with singular nouns and 

regular plurals

• Use inverted commas to punctuate direct 

speech



Writing at Stage 4

• Use prefixes and suffixes to understand how to 
add them.

• Spell words that are often misspelt.

• Use the first two or three letters of a word to 
check its spelling in a dictionary.

• Organise paragraphs around a theme.

• Evaluate and assess the effectiveness of own 
and others’ writing and suggest improvements.

• Extend sentences with more than one 

clause using a wide range of conjunctions, 
adverbs and prepositions.



Writing at Stage 5
• Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: 

choosing which shape of a letter to use when given 

choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters.

• Use different words to open sentences e.g. Nevertheless, 

Alternatively, Therefore.

• Use a range of punctuation correctly including CL . , “ ” ( ) -

: ;

• Use a wider range of interesting vocabulary e.g. instead of 

using the adjective weak up-level sentences using fragile.

• Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a 

piece of writing.



Writing at stage 6

• using paragraphs to organise ideas 

• describing settings and characters 

• using some cohesive devices* within and across sentences and paragraphs 

• using different verb forms mostly accurately 

• using co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions 

• using capital letters, full stops, question marks, exclamation marks, commas for lists and apostrophes 

for contraction mostly correctly 

• spelling most words correctly* (years 3 and 4) 

• spelling some words correctly* (years 5 and 6) 

• producing legible joined handwriting. 

• creating atmosphere, and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

• selecting vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect the level of formality required mostly 

correctly 

• using a range of cohesive devices*, including adverbials, within and across sentences and paragraphs 

• using passive and modal verbs mostly appropriately 

• using a wide range of clause structures, sometimes varying their position within the sentence 

• using adverbs, preposition phrases and expanded noun phrases effectively to add detail, qualification 

and precision 

• using inverted commas, commas for clarity, and punctuation for parenthesis mostly correctly, and 

making some correct use of semi-colons, dashes, colons and hyphens 

• spelling most words correctly* (years 5 and 6) 

• maintaining legibility, fluency and speed in handwriting through choosing whether or not to join specific 

letters. 



Maths

The best thing you can do to help your child with 
their maths is to help them learn their times 
tables.

They should be able to:

•say them in order

•answer them in a random order

•answer the division facts 

e.g. 6 x 5 = 30 so 30 ÷ 5 = 6



Maths at Stage 0

•Counts objects to 10, and beginning to count 

beyond 10.

•Estimates how many objects they can see 

and checks by counting them.

•Finds the total numbers of items in two 

groups by counting all of them.

•Finds one more or one less from a group of 

up to five objects, then ten objects.



Maths at Stage 1

•Count in 2s, 5s and 10s

•Count, read, and write numbers to 100

•Write numbers to 20 in words

•Know all number bonds to 20

•Add and subtract one and two digit numbers to 
20

•Solve one-step multiplication and division 
problems

•Tell the time to the hour and half past the     
hour



Maths at Stage 2

•Count in steps of 2, 3 and 5 from 0 and in tens from any 

number forwards and backwards.

•Recognise the place value of each digit in a two digit 

number 

•Compare and order numbers from 0 to 100

•Read and write numbers in numerals and words to at least 

100, spelling the words correctly.

•Recall,  in a random order,  all of the multiplication and 

division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 times tables.

•Recite the 3, 4 and 8 times tables.

•Recall number bonds to 20 and use these to find number 

bonds to 100.



Maths at Stage 3
• Count in multiplies of 4, 8, 50 and 100

• Find 10 more and 10 less than a given number

• Recognise the place value of each digit in a 

three digit number

• Compare and order numbers from 0 to 1000

• Read and write numbers in numerals and words 

to at least 1000, spelling the words correctly.

• Recall in a random order all of the multiplication 

and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 times tables.

• Recite the 6, 7 and 9 times tables.



Maths at Stage 4 

• Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000

• Find 1000 more or less than a given number

• Recognise the place value of each digit in a four 

digit number

• Compare and order numbers beyond 1000

• Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 and 

1000

• Recall in a random order all of the multiplication 

facts up to 12x12



Maths at Stage 5 

• Read, write order and compare numbers to at 

least 1 000 000

• Count forwards and backwards in steps of powers 

of 10 for any given number up to 1 000 000

• Round any number up to 1 000 000 to the nearest 

10, 100, 1000, 10 000 and 100 000

• Interpret negative numbers; count forwards and 

backwards with positive and negative numbers 

beyond zero.

• Recall in a random order all of the multiplication 
and division facts up to 12x12



Maths at stage 6
• Read, write, order and compare numbers up to 10 000 000 and determine 

the value of each digit. Round any whole number to a required degree of 

accuracy.

• Use negative numbers in context, and calculate intervals across zero.  Solve 

number and practical problems that involve all of the above.

• Multiply and divide numbers up to 4 digits by a 2-digit whole number using 

the formal written methods and interpret remainders as whole number 

remainders, fractions, or by rounding.

• Identify common factors, common multiples and prime numbers.

• Use their knowledge of the order of operations to carry out calculations 

involving the four operations.

• Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding 

which operations and methods to use and why.



Spelling, punctuation and 

grammar

Stage 1

Use joining words, such as ’and’.

Begin to punctuate sentences using a capital letter 

and a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark.

Use  a capital letter for names of people, places, the 

days of the week, and the personal pronoun ‘I’.

Use the grammatical terminology: capital letter, word, 

singular, plural,  sentence, punctuation, full stop, 

question mark, exclamation mark.



Spelling, punctuation and grammar

Stage 2

Use full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, 

question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for 

contracted forms and the possessive singular

Use noun phrases to describe and specify, e.g. the 

blue butterfly.

Use the present and past tenses correctly.

Use conjunction (when, if, that, because , and, or, 

but)

uses some features of written Standard English

Use and understand the grammatical terminology 

noun, noun phrase, statement, question, 

exclamation, command, compound, adjective, verb, 

suffix, adverb, tense, apostrophe, comma.



Spelling, punctuation and grammar

Stage 3
• Use the forms ‘a’ or ‘an’ according to whether the next word 

begins with a consonant or a vowel (e.g. a rock, an open box)

• Extend the range of sentences with more than one clause, by 

using a wider range of conjunctions: when, if, because, although

• Use the present perfect forms of verbs instead of the simple past 

(he has gone out to play, contrasted with he went out to play. 

• Express time, place and cause using conjunctions (e.g. when, 

before, after, while, so, because), adverbs (e.g. then, next, soon, 

therefore), or prepositions (e.g. before, after, during, in, because 

of) 

• Use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech.

• Use and understands the following grammatical terminology: 

adverb, preposition conjunction, word family, prefix, clause, 

subordinate clause, direct speech, consonant, consonant letter 

vowel, vowel letter, inverted commas (or ‘speech marks’)



Spelling, punctuation and grammar

Stage 4

• Use commas after fronted adverbials.

• Use apostrophes correctly to mark singular and 

plural possession (e.g. the girl’s name, the girls’ 

names)

• Use inverted commas and other punctuation to 

indicate direct speech e.g. a comma after the 

reporting clause; end punctuation within inverted 

commas (e.g. The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”) 

• Accurately and appropriately uses and 

understands the following grammatical 

terminology: determiner, pronoun, possessive 

pronoun, adverbial.



Spelling, punctuation and grammar

Stage 5

• Use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, 

when, whose, that or with.

• Understand that degrees of possibility can be shown using 

adverbs (e.g. perhaps, surely) or modal verbs (e.g. might, 

should, will, must) 

• Use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis

• Use commas correctly to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity 

*

• Use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time 

and cause

• Accurately and appropriately uses and understands the 

following grammatical terminology:  modal verb, relative 

pronoun, relative clause, parenthesis, bracket, dash 

cohesion, ambiguity 



Spelling, punctuation and grammar

Stage 6

• Use passive verbs to affect the presentation of information in a 

sentence 

• Use  hyphens to avoid ambiguity

• Use semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries between 

independent clauses

• Use a colon to introduce a list and use of semi-colons within lists

• can punctuate bullet points consistently and accurately

• Use the semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the boundary 

between independent clauses (e.g. It’s raining; I’m fed up) 

• Understand how words are related by meaning as synonyms and 

antonyms (e.g. grand/imposing. Minute/miniscule)

• Accurately and appropriately use and understand the following 

grammatical terminology:  subject, object, active, passive, 

synonym, antonym, ellipsis, hyphen, colon, semi-colon, bullet 

points)



Ultimately…

• Encourage your child to have a go and not 
be afraid to make mistakes.

• Allow them to find things out for 
themselves and solve problems.

• Use the Its Learning school platform.

ENJOY LEARNING,  HAVE FUN AND BE 
PROUD OF  WHAT THEY ARE GOOD AT!


