
St Mark’s Primary School English Medium Term Plan     

                                                             Half Term: Autumn 2  Year group: Reception 

 

 Our theme: Do I Need Feathers or Fur? 

Weeks Books/Stories/Rhymes Spelling Genre and key learning from EYFS profile 

On-going learning outcomes to be built upon to 

inform ELG. 

Questioning  Assessments 

1  Non-Fiction (Writing 

stimulus): Bonfire night 

 

Fiction Story links: 

Hairy Mclarey 

Dear Zoo 

 

Non-Fictio 

n links: My Pets or Ones 

I Would Like 

Pet Care for Fireworks 

Write their own 

name correctly. 

 

CVC words – hearing 

initial sounds and 

beginning to 

segment and build 

simple words. 

 

Beginning to write 

red words using the 

tricky word wall. 

 

Focus on CVC word 

reading, blending 

and building. 

 

Beginning to write 

short sentences 

with the correct 

spellings. 

Theme: Bonfire night 

Genre/Topic Links: Understanding the 

World/Science/Music/Bonfire night 

EYFS Profile Statements: (Continuous focus building 

towards ELG)  

The World - Children know about similarities and 

differences in relation to places, objects, materials 

and living things. They talk about the features of 

their own immediate environment and how 

environments might vary from one another. They make 

observations of animals and plants and explain why 

some things occur, and talk about changes. 

Reading and Writing –  

Continues a rhyming string. 

Beginning to hear and say the initial sound in words. 

Beginning to segment the sounds in simple words and 

blend them together. 

Writes their own name. 

Beginning to use some clearly identifiable letters to 

communicate meaning. 

Beginning to write simple sentences. 

What is bonfire night? 

Why do we celebrate it? 

How do we celebrate it? 

How can we keep pets safe on 

bonfire night? 

How can we keep ourselves safe? 

Pencil grip, dominant 

hand, writing ability, 

reading ability. 

Can they hear all the 

sounds in simple CVC 

words? 

Can they identify 

rhyming words from 

the stories? 

Can they segment and 

blend sounds in simple 

CVC words? 

Can they answer 

questions based upon 

the theme? 

Can they write a 

sentence 

independently? 

Can they use full 

stops, capitals letters 



 

I know that a full 

stop goes at the end 

of the sentence. 

 

Begin to write tricky 

words e.g. me, the, I 

 

I know that a capital 

letter goes at the 

beginning of a 

sentence. 

 

Beginning to use 

phonetic knowledge 

to sound out words 

unfamiliar to them. 

Beginning to attempt to write unfamiliar words. 

Physical Development (Moving and Handling) - 

Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form 

recognisable letters. 

Begins to use anticlockwise movement and retrace 

vertical lines. 

Additional- 

To use the St Mark’s percussive script 

Beginning to use capital letters. 

Beginning to use full stops. 

Beginning to use finger spaces. 

and finger spaces 

with some support? 

Can they write any 

tricky words? 

Can they use their 

phonetic knowledge to 

sound out words 

unfamiliar to them 

and write them down? 

RWi assessments in 

the final week. 

2&3 Fiction (Writing 

Stimulus):  The Gruffalo 

by Julia Donaldson 

 

Fiction story links: 

Stickman by Julia 

Donaldson 

The Gruffalo’s Child by 

Julia Donaldson 

 

Non-Fiction links: 

Woodland animal 

information books 

Internet searches for 

information (Ipads) 

 

Theme: Woodland animals 

Genre/Topic Links: Understanding the 

World/Science/Geography 

EYFS Profile Statements: (Continuous focus building 

towards ELG)  

The World - Children know about similarities and 

differences in relation to places, objects, materials 

and living things. They talk about the features of 

their own immediate environment and how 

environments might vary from one another. They make 

observations of animals and plants and explain why 

some things occur, and talk about changes. 

Reading and Writing -  

Continues a rhyming string. 

Beginning to hear and say the initial sound in words. 

Beginning to segment the sounds in simple words and 

blend them together. 

Writes their own name. 

Beginning to use some clearly identifiable letters to 

communicate meaning. 

Beginning to write simple sentences. 

Beginning to attempt to write unfamiliar words. 

Physical Development (Moving and Handling) - 

What qualities do different 

animals have? 

Where do they live? (Woodland 

animal focus) 

What is their favourite type of 

weather (cold/warm)? 

What are the similarities and 

differences between the animals? 

What do the animals in the 

woodland eat? 

 



Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form 

recognisable letters. 

Begins to use anticlockwise movement and retrace 

vertical lines. 

4 Fiction (Writing 

Stimulus): Rainbow Fish 

 

Fiction story links: 

Commotion in the Ocean 

Snail and the Whale 

 

Non-Fiction links: 

Jungle/Ocean animal 

information books 

Internet searches for 

information (Ipads) 

Blue planet 

Theme: Jungle and ocean animals 

Genre/Topic Links: Understanding the 

World/Science/Geography 

EYFS Profile Statements: (Continuous focus building 

towards ELG)  

The World - Children know about similarities and 

differences in relation to places, objects, materials 

and living things. They talk about the features of 

their own immediate environment and how 

environments might vary from one another. They make 

observations of animals and plants and explain why 

some things occur, and talk about changes. 

Reading and Writing -  

Continues a rhyming string. 

Beginning to hear and say the initial sound in words. 

Beginning to segment the sounds in simple words and 

blend them together. 

Writes their own name. 

Beginning to use some clearly identifiable letters to 

communicate meaning. 

Beginning to write simple sentences. 

Beginning to attempt to write unfamiliar words. 

Physical Development (Moving and Handling) - 

Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form 

recognisable letters. 

Uses anticlockwise movement and retrace vertical 

lines. 

Uses the St Mark’s pre cursive script. 

 

What qualities do the different 

animals have? 

What qualities do they bodies 

have? 

Do they have fur, scales or 

feathers? 

Where do they live? 

What do they eat? 

Why do they live there? 

What are the similarities and 

differences between habitats? 



5 Fiction (Writing 

Stimulus): Say Hello to 

the Snowy Animals 

 

Non-fiction links: 

Arctic animal information 

books 

Internet searches for 

information (Ipads) 

Blue planet 

 

 

 Theme: Winter and arctic animals 

Genre/Topic Links: Understanding the 

World/Science/Geography 

EYFS Profile Statements: (Continuous focus building 

towards ELG)  

The World - Children know about similarities and 

differences in relation to places, objects, materials 

and living things. They talk about the features of 

their own immediate environment and how 

environments might vary from one another. They make 

observations of animals and plants and explain why 

some things occur, and talk about changes. 

Reading and Writing -  

Continues a rhyming string. 

Beginning to hear and say the initial sound in words. 

Beginning to segment the sounds in simple words and 

blend them together. 

Writes their own name. 

Beginning to use some clearly identifiable letters to 

communicate meaning. 

Beginning to write simple sentences. 

Beginning to attempt to write unfamiliar words. 

Physical Development (Moving and Handling) - 

Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form 

recognisable letters. 

Uses anticlockwise movement and retrace vertical 

lines. 

Uses the St Mark’s pre cursive script. 

 

6&7 Fiction (writing 

stimulus): The Christmas 

Nativity Story. 

 

Poetry (read aloud) - 

Scales, feathers or fur?  

Theme: The Christmas Story/Nativity 

Genre/Topic Links: Understanding the World/RE 

EYFS Profile Statements: (Continuous focus building 

towards ELG)  

People and Communities - Children talk about past and 

present events in their own lives and in the lives of 

What is the Christmas story? 

Who are the characters? 

What do they do in the story? 

Recognise a rhyme. 



family members. They know that other children don’t 

always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to 

this. They know about similarities and differences 

between themselves and others, and among families, 

communities and traditions. 

Reading and Writing -  

Continues a rhyming string. 

Beginning to hear and say the initial sound in words. 

Beginning to segment the sounds in simple words and 

blend them together. 

Writes their own name. 

Beginning to use some clearly identifiable letters to 

communicate meaning. 

Beginning to write simple sentences. 

Beginning to attempt to write unfamiliar words. 

Physical Development (Moving and Handling) - 

Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form 

recognisable letters. 

Uses anticlockwise movement and retrace vertical 

lines. 

Uses the St Mark’s pre cursive script. 

 

 


