
Autumn 1 - Medium Term Maths Plan for Reception Nurture 
Autumn 

1 
Learning focus 

Cross curricular 

Key texts and 

rhymes 
Maths 

Focus this week 
Maths 

Daily -either in adult 

led sessions or in 

continuous provision 

1 2 x PD days 

 

   

2 
Welcome back to 

school. 

Settling into the new 

setting. 

 

The Colour Monster – 

emotional regulation 

Nursery 

rhymes, 

rhyming stories 

and number 

rhymes 

Subitising using spots on dice 

 

How to take turns playing a maths board game, recognise spots on a 

die, move counters the correct number of spaces. 

Learning number rhymes 

from 0-3 and list 

Take part in finger 

rhymes with numbers.  

Reciting numbers to 10 

 

Playing maths board 

games 

 

Selecting appropriate 

shapes for building. 

Select shapes 

appropriately: flat 

surfaces for building, a 

triangular prism for a 

roof etc.  
• Provide children with a 

selection of building 
blocks in different 
shapes. Ask them to 
make a model of their 
home. Can they select 

the shapes they need 
for building and combine 
shapes to create the 
house? 

 

Combine shapes to make 

new ones - an arch, a 

bigger triangle etc.  

Describing shapes and 

patterns around us 

During conversation 

throughout the day 

begin to describe a 

sequence of events, real 

or fictional, using words 

such as ‘first’, ‘then...’  

 

Assessment 

RBA to be 

completed wc. 13 

September. 

 

End of half term 

assessment again 

ELG 

3 

4 
Who is your special 

bear?      

 

 

Key text - 

Goldilocks and 

the three bears 

 

Compare amounts, saying ‘lots’, ‘more’ or ‘same’.  

Develop fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them 

individually (‘subitising’). Include 4 & 5 if possible. 

Show finger numbers up to 5 

Recite numbers past 5 

Thursday –Make comparisons relating to size (use Goldilocks props) 

Provide a selection of teddy bears for children to order from shortest to tallest.  

5 
Who is your special 

bear?      

 

 

Key text - 

We’re going on 

a bear hunt 

 

Compare amounts, saying ‘lots’, ‘more’ or ‘same’.  

Develop fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them 

individually (‘subitising’). Include 4 & 5 if possible. 

Show finger numbers up to 5  

Recite numbers past 5. 

Discuss routes and locations and describe a familiar route (from Bear Hunt story) 

Thursday – Understand position through words alone – for example, “The bag is 

under the table,” – with no pointing.  

Play teddy bear hide and seek. Use large construction wooden blocks. Take turns 

to position toy bears on, under, in, next to, behind the blocks. Who can say where 

the bear is without pointing. 

6 
Who Am I? 

Learning names of body 

parts and learning 

about emotions 

Expressing 

preferences. 

Comparing self with 

others. Who do I look 

like? 

 
 

Key text - 

Mood Monsters 

 

Key text - 

Monkey Puzzle 

 

Compare amounts, saying ‘lots’, ‘more’ or ‘same’.  

Develop fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them 

individually (‘subitising’). Include 4 & 5 for all children. 

Show finger numbers up to 5  

Recite numbers past 5. 

Thursday – Look at children’s belongings – coats, water bottles, bags to see how 

we like different thigs. Talk about and identify the patterns around them. Use 

informal language like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc.  Provide children with T-shirt 

cut-outs and ask them to draw different patterns on them. Can they use informal 

language to describe the patterns they have created? 

7 
Past and present - How 

old am I? How have I 

changed?  

 

Celebrating Fred the  

Frog’s 4th birthday 

 
 

Key text –  

Mr Bear’s New 

Baby 

 

Compare amounts, saying ‘lots’, ‘more’ or ‘same’.  

Develop fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them 

individually (‘subitising’). Include 4 & 5 for all children. 

Show finger numbers up to 5  

Recite numbers past 5. 

Thursday – Baby to child to adult discussion and teaching of vocabulary. Begin to 

describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using words such as ‘first’, ‘then...’  

 

8 
Investigating Autumn 

Exploring autumn leaves 

and hibernating 

creatures 

 

Key text –  

Leaf Hunt 

 

Key text - 

Hedgehogs - 

Autumn Hide & 

Squeak 

 

Compare amounts, saying ‘lots’, ‘more’ or ‘same’.  

Develop fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them 

individually (‘subitising’). Include 4 & 5 for all children. 

Show finger numbers up to 5  

Recite numbers past 5. 

 

Thursday – Patterns using leaves, conkers, cases, sticks etc. Extend and create 

ABAB patterns – stick, leaf, stick, leaf. Notice and correct an error in a repeating 

pattern.  



 

 

Autumn 2 - Medium Term Maths Plan for Nursery 
Autumn 

2 
Key texts and 

rhymes 

Maths 

Specific focus this week 

Maths 

Daily -either in adult led 

sessions or in continuous 

provision 

1 
Key text –  

The 

Gingerbread 

Man  
 

Diwali 

Friday 5th 

Bonfire night  

Recap subitsing, finger numbers to 5 and reciting numbers past 5. 

 

Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.  

 

Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal 

principle’).  

 

Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’. 

 

Thursday – Bonfire and firework maths activities – patterns and shapes 

Learning number 

rhymes from 0-3  

Take part in finger 

rhymes with 

numbers.  

Reciting numbers to 

10 

 

Playing maths board 

games 

 

Selecting 

appropriate shapes 

for building. Select 

shapes 

appropriately: flat 

surfaces for 

building, a triangular 

prism for a roof etc.  

Combine shapes to 

make new ones - an 

arch, a bigger 

triangle etc.  

Describing shapes 

and patterns around 

us 

During conversation 

throughout the day 

begin to describe a 

sequence of events, 

real or fictional, 

using words such as 

‘first’, ‘then...’  

Assessment 

RBA to be 

completed wc. 

13 September. 

 

End of half 

term 

assessment 

again ELG  

2 
Key text - 

Three Little 

Pigs  

 

Remembrance 

Day 

 

Recap subitsing, finger numbers to 5 and reciting numbers past 5. 

 

Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.  

 

Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal 

principle’).  

 

Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’. 

 

Thursday – Printing: using square and rectangle blocks to print window and door and chimney shapes. Talk about and 

explore 2D and 3D shapes (for example, circles, rectangles, triangles and cuboids) using informal and mathematical 

language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. 

3 
Key text - 

Little Red 

Hen  

 

 Recap subitsing, finger numbers to 5 and reciting numbers past 5. 

 

Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.  

 

Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal 

principle’).  

 

Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’. 

 

Thursday – Cutting squares of bread into triangles using knives.  

Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes (for example, circles, rectangles, triangles and cuboids) using informal and 

mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. 

4 
Key text –  

The Billy 

Goats Gruff  
 

Recap subitsing, finger numbers to 5 and reciting numbers past 5. 

 

Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.  

 

Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal 

principle’).  

 

Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’. 

 

Thursday – Building longer and shorter bridges. Using positional language on, under, next to when talking about the 

position of the characters. 

5 
Key text - 

Little Red 

Riding Hood  
 

 Recap subitsing, finger numbers to 5 and reciting numbers past 5. 

 

Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.  

 

Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal 

principle’).  

 

Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’. 

 

Thursday – Paint a red figure, adult to encourage a circle for a head and sticks/circles for body, legs and arms. 

Remember a red triangle hood as it is Little Red Riding Hood. 

 

6 
Key text –  

The Nativity 

Story 

 

 Recap subitsing, finger numbers to 5 and reciting numbers past 5. 

 

Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.  

 

Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal 

principle’).  

 

Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’. 

 

Thursday –Using balance scales to compare parcels by weight 

 



7 
Key text - 

Dear Santa  

 

The Snowman 
 

 

Recap subitsing, finger numbers to 5 and reciting numbers past 5. 

 

Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.  

 

Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal 

principle’).  

 

Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’. 

 

Thursday – Positional language – taking turns to place decorations on the tree and saying where they are positioned.  

EYFS Development Matters 2020 Statements for Maths 

Birth to Three will be 

learning to: 

Three and Four year 

olds will be learning to: 

Reception will be learning to: 

Combine objects like stacking blocks 

and cups. Put objects inside others 

and take them out again. 

Take part in finger rhymes with 

numbers.  

React to changes of amount in a 

group of up to three items.  

Compare amounts, saying ‘lots’, 

‘more’ or ‘same’.  

Develop counting-like behaviour, 

such as making sounds, pointing or 

saying some numbers in sequence.  

Count in everyday contexts, 

sometimes skipping numbers - ‘1-2-

3-5.’  

  

Develop fast recognition of up to 3 

objects, without having to count them 

individually (‘subitising’).  

Recite numbers past 5.  

Say one number for each item in order: 

1,2,3,4,5.  

Know that the last number reached when 

counting a small set of objects tells you 

how many there are in total (‘cardinal 

principle’).  

Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5.  

Link numerals and amounts: for example, 

showing the right number of objects to 

match the numeral, up to 5.  

Experiment with their own symbols and 

marks as well as numerals.  

Solve real world mathematical problems 

with numbers up to 5.  

Compare quantities using language: ‘more 

than’, ‘fewer than’.  

Count objects, actions and sounds.  

Subitise.  

Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal number 

value.  

Count beyond ten.  

Compare numbers.  

Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ relationship 

between consecutive numbers.  

Explore the composition of numbers to 10.  

Automatically recall number bonds for numbers 0–10.  

 

Climb and squeeze themselves into 

different types of spaces.  

Build with a range of resources.  

Complete inset puzzles.  

Compare sizes, weights etc. using 

gesture and language - 

‘bigger/little/smaller’, ‘high/low’, 

‘tall’, ‘heavy’.  

Notice patterns and arrange things 

in patterns.  

 

 

Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes (for 

example, circles, rectangles, triangles and 

cuboids) using informal and mathematical 

language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, 

‘round’.  

Understand position through words alone – for 

example, “The bag is under the table,” – with no 

pointing.  

Describe a familiar route.  

Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in 

front of’ and ‘behind’.  

Make comparisons between objects relating to 

size, length, weight and capacity.  

Select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for 

building, a triangular prism for a roof etc.  

Combine shapes to make new ones - an arch, a 

bigger triangle etc.  

Talk about and identify the patterns around 

them. For example: stripes on clothes, designs 

on rugs and wallpaper. Use informal language like 

‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc.  

Select, rotate and manipulate shapes in order to develop 

spatial reasoning skills.  

Compose and decompose shapes so that children recognise 

a shape can have other shapes within it, just as numbers 

can.  

Continue, copy and create repeating patterns.  

Compare length, weight and capacity.  

 



Extend and create ABAB patterns – stick, leaf, 

stick, leaf.  

Notice and correct an error in a repeating 

pattern.  

Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or 

fictional, using words such as ‘first’, ‘then...’  

 

 

 
 


